
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 
a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 
systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 
fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 
celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 2, 2012 – First Sunday of Advent 
Title:  The Cry of the Longing Heart - Jesus Straightens Thoroughly 
Text:  Hebrews 9:1-14 
Theme: Jesus Christ alone and only can fix what is broken.  
 
Introduction:  
There is something broken in our world.  We know this.  Our government attempts to fix the 
brokenness of fallen humanity by printing massive amounts of money and by seizing the 
property of the possessor through legislation and taxation.  Friends, if money could fix the 
human condition, then no expense should be spared.  But money cannot correct crookedness.  
It cannot straighten thoroughly the intrinsic twisted condition of the human soul.   
 

Leo X, the pope in 1517, needed funds to complete the building of St. Peter's Basilica in Rome.  Leo 
entered into an arrangement that essentially sold indulgence franchises that allowed the franchisee to 
retain about half the funds raised by selling indulgences in return for sending to Rome the other half for 
Leo's construction project. To encourage indulgence sales, Albert of Brandenburg, one winner of the 
privilege of selling indulgences, advertised that his indulgences (issued by the pope) came with a 
complete remission of sins, allowing escape from all of the pains of purgatory.  Moreover, Albert claimed, 
purchasers of indulgences could use them to free a loved one already dead from the pains of purgatory 
that he or she might presently be experiencing.  The going rate for an indulgence depended on one's 
station, and ranged from 25 gold florins for Kings and queens and archbishops down to three florins for 
merchants and just one quarter florin for the poorest of believers.  
 
In proclaiming the special indulgence offered by Albert of Brandenburg, indulgence vendor John Tetzel 
promoted it with a sermon that included a jingle of his own creation: "As soon as the coin in the coffer 
rings, the soul from purgatory springs."  Tetzel made his way through Germany, entering towns as part 
of a procession that included local dignitaries, a cross bearing the papal arms, and the papal bull of 
indulgence carried on a velvet cushion.  In the marketplace of each town, Tetzel would offer this sermon: 

Listen now, God and Peter call you.  Consider the salvation of your souls and those of your loved ones 
departed.  You priest, you noble, you merchant, you virgin, you matron, you youth, you old man, enter 
now into your church, which is the Church of St. Peter.  Visit the most holy cross erected before you and 
ever imploring you.  Have you considered that you are lashed in a furious tempest amid the temptations 
and dangers of the world, and that you do not know whether you can reach the haven, not of your mortal 
body, but of your immortal soul?  Consider that those who are contrite and have confessed and made 
contribution will receive complete remission of all their sins.  Listen to the voices of your dear dead 
relatives and friends beseeching you and saying, "Pity us, pity us.  We are in dire torment from which 
you can redeem us for a pittance."  Do you not wish to?  Open your ears.  Hear the father saying to his 
son, the mother to her daughter, "We bore you, nourished you, brought you up, left you our fortunes, 
and you are so cruel and hard that now you are not willing for so little to set us free.  Will you let us lie 
here in the flames?  Will you delay the promised glory?" Remember that you are able to release them, for 
as soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.  Will you not then for a quarter of a 
florin receive these letters of indulgence through which you are able to lead a divine and mortal soul into 
the fatherland of paradise?  [Bainton, pp. 60-61]1 

 
This error has existed and still exists.  My friend, I stand here today and ask you a simple 
question. 
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What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Refrain 
Oh! precious is the flow 

That makes me white as snow; 
No other fount I know, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
For my pardon, this I see, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
For my cleansing this my plea, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Refrain 
Nothing can for sin atone, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
Naught of good that I have done, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Refrain 
This is all my hope and peace, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

This is all my righteousness, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Refrain 
Now by this I’ll overcome— 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus, 
Now by this I’ll reach my home— 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
Refrain 

Glory! Glory! This I sing— 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus, 
All my praise for this I bring— 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Refrain 

 
Today we mark and celebrate the life and death, the person and work of Jesus the Messiah our 
Great High Priest. 
 

Medical doctor and theologian, M.R. DeHaan said, “The Bible is a book of blood … wholly distinct from all 
other books for just one reason, namely, that it contains blood circulating through every page and in every verse. 
From Genesis to Revelation we see the stream of blood.”2 

 
“The main points in the Epistle to the Hebrews are rather simple. The first point is the superiority of 
Christ (Heb. 1:1-7:28) and the second point is the superiority of the New Covenant (Heb. 8:7-10:18). In 
demonstrating the superiority of the New Covenant there are three points made; (1) the New Covenant is 
based on “better promises”; (2) the New Covenant pertains to a “better sanctuary”; and, (3) the New 
Covenant provides a “better Sacrifice.” In this chapter (9) our attention is now drawn to the matter of the 
“better sanctuary” provided by the New Covenant. To fully appreciate the argument of the “writer” we 
must first be acquainted with the sanctuary of the first covenant. Therefore we find a brief discussion 
concerning the earthly sanctuary in Hebrews 9:1-10.”3 

 
Chapter 9 begins with a brief description of the structure and furniture of OT tabernacle. The services in 
the holy place and the most holy place are described. The deficiency of the tabernacle services is pointed 
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out. Three aspects of the superiority of Christ's sacrifice are listed: (1) eternal redemption, (2) purification 
of the conscience, and (3) the eternal inheritance. Christ's death was required to authenticate the NT and 
to fulfill OT sacrifices. Christ's one offering of Himself replaced the many animal sacrifices that were 
made under the Law.4 

 
Outline: 
 

I. A Better Priesthood (4:14-7:28) 
 
II. A Better Covenant (8:7-13)   
 

A. The shortfall of the “First” Covenant (8:1-9) 
B. The sufficiency of the New Covenant (8:10-13) 

 
III. A Better Sanctuary (9:1-10) 

 
“This section describes the OT tabernacle, its furnishings, and its worship practices. This depiction of the 
“first covenant” lays the groundwork for the discussion of the new covenant in the next section.”5 

 
A. The furniture of the Tabernacle described - The shadow  
            (i.e. profile/silhouette) in the first covenant (vv. 1-5).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. The meaning of the ritual - The limitations in the first covenant (vv. 6-10 
[“cannot make”]) 

 
The Old Covenant sanctuary was inferior for five reasons. It was an earthly sanctuary (v.1), it was a type 
of something greater (its antitype; vv. 2-5), and it was inaccessible to the people (vv. 6-7). Furthermore it 
was only temporary (v. 8) and its ministry was external rather than internal (vv. 9-10). A type is a 
divinely intended illustration of something else, the antitype. A type may be a person (cf. Rom. 5:14), a 
thing (cf. Heb. 10:19-20), an event (cf. 1 Cor. 10:11), a ceremony (cf. 1 Cor. 5:7), or an institution, as here.6 
 
The Mosaic sacrificial system brought neither sanctification of the soul nor the fullness of God’s peace 
into the inner life of the worshiper (7:18–19; 10:1–2). This is in contrast with the new covenant (8:10–12; 
9:14; 10:22; also 10:14; 11:40; 12:23).7 
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1. Their activity never stopped  
 

a. Continually - “always, constantly” 
 

b. Entering – “Go in (eisiasin). Present active indicative of eiseimi, to go in, 
old verb, in N.T. only here, Ac 3:3; 21:18, 26.”8   

 
2. They came as sinners for sinners – “he offers for himself and for the 

people” 
 
3. Their activity is only a symbol – a parable – “to place alongside” cf. 8:5, 

copy, shadow, pattern. 
 

4. They looked forward to the day 
 

a. The way has not yet been disclosed (v. 8) 
 
The word “disclosed” is a perfect passive.  Although the High Priest entered, the time spent 
within the Holy of Holies was point in time and had to be repeated annually.  The perfect 
tense speaks to an act that has enduring results.  The passive means someone or something 
happens outside of one’s self that opens the way.  They knew they were not yet there. 
 

b. The present time (v. 9a) vs. A time of reformation (v. 10) – a hypox 
legomenon “to straighten thoroughly/’to set things right’” 

 
Everyone knew a fuller and final day would come when God would straighten thoroughly the 
world in which they lived.  The Advent season allows/enables us to enter into their mindset 
where we, like they, long for the time of reformation when God will set things right. 
 
The author of Hebrews is contrasting the first covenant with the new covenant established 
(inaugurated) at Mount Calvary.  The shadow has given way to the substance.  His audience is 
living in the time of reformation.  In the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has 
set things right.  He has begun to straighten thoroughly a world gone wild. 
 
Stay with this thought for he is going to tell us what this means in later on, but we cannot miss 
this now. 
 

c. Make perfect the conscience (v. 9b) 
 
They knew what they did could not make perfect the conscience of the sinner.  Nothing 
created can answer the justice of the Creator.   
 
Notice with me how this word “perfect” is used in Hebrews. 
 

• For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh 
unto God.  (Heb. 7:19) 
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• Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could 
not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; (Heb. 9:9) 

 

• For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with 
those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. (Heb. 
10:1) 

 

• For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. (Heb. 10:14) 

 
The idea behind this Greek word is complete or finished. 
 

5. Their activity only related to food and drink (v. 10).  It could not address 
the deepest need. 

 
I hear the words of Paul in Colossians 2:20ff reflected here. 
 

• 20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the 
world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, 21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" 22 (which 
all refer to things destined to perish with use) --in accordance with the commandments and teachings of 
men? 23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and 
self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. (Col. 
2:20-23) 

 
Again, remember the heart of longing and now we read verse 11, “But when Christ appeared 
as a high priest of the good things to come . . . .”  This, my friends, is GLORY. 
 

IV. A Better Sacrifice (9:11–10:18) - The cornucopia/plethora in the Messiah/the Chosen 
One  

 
The longing heart described in verses 6-10 is answered beginning in verse 11, “But when 
Christ appeared.” 
 

This is the great historic event that is the crux of history. "Christ came on the scene, and all was changed" 
(Moffatt).9 

 
Verse 11 speaks of the good things to come this is echoing the thoughts of verse 8, “The way 
into the holy place has not yet been disclosed.”  Jesus is the anticipated fulfillment of God’s 
promises. 

 
When compared to Mosaic tabernacle worship (vv. 1–10), the new covenant high priesthood of Jesus 
provides a single superior sacrifice in a superior heavenly tabernacle (which stands for God’s very 
presence); and thus it brings complete forgiveness of sins, eternal salvation, purified consciences, and 
direct access to God.10 

 
Verse 11 speaks of chapter 8 where Jesus made an offering at the heavenly altar.  I do not wish 
for us to miss what is being stated in our passage.  The truths spoken of permeate the Book of 
Hebrews.  Consider four thoughts as it relates to the value of His offering. 
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A. A Precious Purchase11 (v. 12) 
 
Remember the contrast with what is weak and useless (7:18), obsolete, growing old and ready 
to disappear (8:13).  That copy, shadow, pattern, and symbol is contrasted with this precious 
purchase.   
 
The reason the Old Testament sacrifices could not save was due to the character of the blood 
that was shed.  The blood being shed was animal blood.  However, sin had been introduced 
into the world by man, Rom. 5:12.  Therefore, salvation was dependent on the sacrifice of an 
innocent man.  Jesus Christ fit the bill.  When Jesus went to Calvary as the Lamb of God, the 
blood He shed was pure, precious sinless blood, 1 Peter 1:18-19.  His blood was of the 
character that could satisfy the just demands of a holy God, Isa. 53:11. 
 

Each of us has a blood type.  There are four common blood types. 
 
O Positive  37.4% 
A Positive  35.7% 
A Negative 6.3% 
B Negative 1.5% 
 
The rarest, AB-Negative, is found in only 1 in 167 people, or 0.6% of the population. “The rarest blood 
type is the one that’s not there when you need it.” 
 
It was the death of Christ—the shedding of His blood— that satisfied the demand of a holy God as 
payment for our sins (Hebrews 9:12, 22).12 
 
The value of Christ's offering consists in the fact that he is the Son of God as well as the Son of man, that 
he is sinless and so a perfect sacrifice with no need of an offering for himself, and that it is voluntary on 
his part (John 10:17).13 

 
B. A Personal Purchase (v. 12) 

 
This verse tells us that it was “his own blood”.  The depth of this statement has not, nor ever will 
be, plumbed by human minds.   
 

This is the great distinction between Christ as High Priest and all other high priests. They offer blood (verse 
Heb 9:7), but he offered his own blood. He is both victim and High Priest.14 

 
C. A Permanent Purchase (v. 12) 

 
Once for all (ephapax). In contrast to the repeated (annual) entrances of the Levitical high priests (Heb 
9:7).15 

 
Entered once for all. This sacrifice does not need to be repeated (vv. 25, 28; cf. 7:27–28); and now Christ 
continues in the Most Holy Place, at the throne of God (8:1; 12:2). blood of goats and calves. See 9:19 
(“calves” can refer to oxen or bulls in the Septuagint; see Ex. 20:24; 29:1–14; Lev. 16:6–19). by means of his 
own blood. Jesus’ sacrificial death (see, e.g., Heb. 9:14, 26–28; 10:1–21) is the basis of eternal redemption, 
the paid release from the oppression of sin (see Luke 1:68; 2:38; cf. Mark 10:45; Titus 2:14; 1 Pet. 1:18).16 
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The last phrase of this verse is pregnant with meaning.  The words “having obtained” refer to a 
“one time for all time action.”  The word “eternal” means “abiding, constant, unending, eternal.”  
And, the word “redemption” means “to release after the payment of a ransom price, after which the 
guilty party is forever delivered from all guilt and punishment.” When all these truths are coupled 
together, we are left with the conclusion that the salvation Jesus provides, and the redemption 
the saints enjoy is an eternal redemption.   
 
Consider the following two thoughts as found in verses 13 and 14.17 
 

An argument from the lesser to the greater (see notes on 2:1–4; 10:28–29). blood of Christ. See 9:11; here 
contrasted with “blood of goats and calves” (vv. 12–13). Through the eternal Spirit offered himself. 
Jesus was both the high priest (for “offered,” see 5:1, 3; 8:3; 9:7; esp. 10:11–12) and the sacrifice itself 
(offered “himself”; cf. 9:25–26), but this verse specifies that the Holy Spirit in some way aided or 
empowered Christ in making this offering.18 
 

D. A powerful purchase (vv. 13, 14) 
 

a. The gospel has the power to liberate our oppression (v. 12b) 
 
Jesus said this is what He came to do and He did it.  Listen again to the words of our Lord in 
Luke 4 quoting Isaiah 61:1. 
 

17 And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place 
where it was written, 18 "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO 
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE 
CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE 
OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD." 20 And He closed the book, 
gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 

And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." (Luke 4:17-21) 

 
Are you free?  I am not talking about freedom from this sin or that sin, but are you free in your 
relationship with God?  I’ve stated this from Tullian Tchividjian before but it’s worth stating 
again. 
 
Christian, please remember that Jesus plus nothing equals everything.  

• Because Jesus was strong for you, you’re free to be weak; 

• Because Jesus won for you, you’re free to lose; 

• Because Jesus was Someone, you’re free to be no one; 

• Because Jesus was extraordinary, you’re free to be ordinary; 

• Because Jesus succeeded for you, you’re free to fail. 
Preaching the gospel is the only thing that helps us take our eyes off ourselves and how we’re 
doing and fix our eyes on Christ, the author and perfecter of our faith. Jesus fulfilled all of 
God’s perfect conditions so that our relationship to God could be perfectly unconditional.19 
 
This is the kind of freedom the gospel addresses. 
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b. The gospel has the power to cleanse our alienation (v. 14a) 
 
Only the offering brought by Jesus could perfect the conscience.  Only the offering made by 
Jesus could straighten thoroughly.  This is what He did and this is what He does. 
 
This is the request brought by the leper in Matthew 8:2, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean.”  Hear what our Lord said to this leper, “And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched 
him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed” (Matt. 8:3). 
 
This cleansing is what marked our Lord’s ministry. 

• Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. (Matt. 
10:8) 

• The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. (Matt. 11:5) 

 
This cleansing is tied directly to ceremonial acceptance.  It is often used of lepers who are 
unclean and ceremonially unacceptable.  Jesus alone makes one ceremonially clean. 
 
When Jesus castigated the scribes and Pharisees it was because they focused only on the 
cleansing of the body (Matt. 23:25, 26). 
 
Listen to how this idea is expressed by Paul to Titus and by John in his first letter. 
 

• Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. (Titus 2:14) 

• But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. (1 John 1:7) 

• If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9) 

 
The word “purge” means “to cleanse and free from filth.”  It is the word from which we get 
our English word cauterize.  Late Latin cautērizāre  to brand, equivalent to cautēr-  (< Greek 
kautḗr  branding iron).   
 
It refers to the cleansing of the lepers, or to a ceremonial cleansing.  The blood of the Old 
Testament sacrificial system could never completely cleanse the stains of sin away.  However, 
the blood of Jesus cleanses the sinner completely.   
 

Robert Bruce of Scotland was leading his men in a battle to gain independence from England. Near the end of 
the conflict, the English wanted to capture the Bruce to keep him from assuming his position as next in line 
for the Scottish crown. So they put his own bloodhounds on his trail. When they got close, Bruce could hear 
them baying loudly. His attendant said, “We are done for. They are on your trail, and they will reveal your 
hiding place.” Bruce replied, “It’s all right.” Then he headed for a stream that flowed through the forest. He 
plunged in and waded upstream a short distance. When he came out on the other bank, he was in the depths 
of the forest. Within minutes, the hounds, tracing their master’s steps, came to the bank. But they went no 
farther. The English soldiers urged them on, but the trail was broken. The stream had carried the scent away. 
A short time later, the crown of Scotland rested on the head of Robert Bruce. 
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The memory of our sins, prodded on by Satan, can be like those baying dogs. But a stream 
flows, red with the blood of God’s own Son. By grace through faith we are safe. No sin-hound 
can touch us. The trail is broken by the precious blood of Christ.  Our past may rise up to hunt 
and to haunt us, but it cannot overtake us.  Sin has broken the trail and we are free from its 
demands and from its power. 
 

c. The gospel has power to redirect our affection (v. 14) 
 
After a person left the Tabernacle or Temple, he was exactly the same person he had been 
before the sacrifice.  However, when a person meets Jesus Christ and His shed blood, the 
change in that person is dramatic, and glorious!  The sinner is literally placed within a new 
creation and given a new heart (2 Peter 1:4).  This results in a change of attitude toward sin, a 
change of affection for sin and a change of activity in sin.  When a person experiences the 
blood of Jesus, that person is forever changed. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Friend, do you know this Jesus or are you still trying to fix your unrest and crookedness 

through other means? 
2. Are you free? 
3. My fellow pilgrims, Jesus Christ is enough in this life and in the life to come. 
 
Whatever issue you deal with as a result of living in a fallen world, God addresses.  He heals 
broken hearts in the midst of any and all addictions, emotional aberrations, and immoral 
activity.  God is able. 
 

“The long section on the high priestly ministry of Jesus ends here (7:1—10:18). Priestly ministry was such 
an important part of old Israelite worship that the writer gave it lengthy attention here. The writer 
showed that Jesus is a superior priest compared with the Levitical priests, and that His priesthood 
supersedes the Levitical priesthood. He also pointed out that Jesus serves under the New Covenant that 
is superior to the Old Covenant. Furthermore His sacrifice is superior to the animal sacrifices of the Old 
Covenant. Finally, Jesus' priesthood brings the believer into full acceptance with God, something the 
former priesthood could not do. Therefore the readers would be foolish to abandon Christianity to return 
to Judaism. Contemporary believers are also foolish to turn away from Christ and the gospel.”20 

 
A certain businessman was notorious for saving almost everything that came across his desk—especially 
correspondence. Consequently, the files in his office were bulging. One day his secretary asked if she 
might dispose of all the old, useless material. The man was reluctant, but finally said, “Well, all right, but 
be sure you make a copy of everything before you throw it away.” 
 
That’s the way some Christians handle their sins. They know that Jesus paid the penalty, but somehow 
they can’t let go of the guilt. It’s as if Christ’s suffering was not enough, and they must contribute some of 
their own anguish by continually lamenting their failures. They want to keep copies of everything they’ve 
done. How foolish!21 

 
Hebrews 10:19-13:17 speaks to the practical outworking of Christ’s superiority. 
 

A page in the 365 Stupidest Things Ever Said calendar had this amazing quote: "If you bought our course, 
'How To Fly In Six Easy Lessons,' we apologize for any inconvenience caused by our failure to include 
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the last chapter, 'How To Land Your Plane Safely.' Send us your name and address and we will send you 
the last chapter posthaste. Requests by estates will be honored." 
 
I really can't imagine a pilot taking off in a plane without knowing how to land it. But then, crazier things 
than that have happened in our world. 
 
I can imagine, though, that some people are "flying" through life without thinking about where they're 
headed and what will happen immediately after they die. They're like a college student who wrote, "I 
don't think about things until they happen. Death is still a long way away." 
 
No matter what our age, we need to be thinking about the end of life now. Paul emphasized the urgency 
of this when he wrote, "Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2). 
 
If you have never trusted in Christ, do it now! Then, when your flight through life is over, you can know 
that you'll land safely on heaven's shore. —David C. Egner 
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